SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019 Booking Information
Dear leader,
Thanks very much for your interest in Soul Mates Weekend 2019. We are really thrilled that you will
have the chance to bring your group along. In this pack you will find all of the information to get you
to the weekend. As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to be in touch.
In this pack, you will find the following:
Page 1: This cover note!
Pages 2-5: Frequently asked questions about Soul Mates;
Pages 6-7: Parental & Photo Consent Forms. You will need two copies of each form. One to
leave at Centrepoint and one to carry around with you all weekend;
Pages 8-10: Parent’s things to bring letter;
Pages 11-12: Seminars Information. Seminars can be booked online here:
http://imycd.org/seminars-workshops/ but this will give you information to allow you to make your
choices;
Pages 13-14: Workshops Information. Workshops can be booked online here:
http://imycd.org/seminars-workshops/ but this will give you information to allow you to make your
choices;
Page 15: Soul Stars booking form. Soul Stars is our talent show that we host on the Saturday
evening. This is non-compulsory and will allow an act from each group to participate.
Page 16: Travel Directions to Soul Mates. These directions will bring you from the South, the East
or the West;
Page 17: Age Range Note. This note outlines the ages ranges that can come to Soul Mates as well
as ratios;
Page 18: Soul Mates Weekend Map of Lurgan;
Page 19: Group Register. This acts as our Fire Re

Finally, please note that IMYC has moved offices and our new address is:
IMYC,
Edgehill House,
9 Lennoxvale,
Belfast,
BT9, 5BY
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to be in touch.
See you in March!

Nicky Blair,
Children’s Ministry, IMYC.

Frequently Asked Questions
Soul Mates Weekend 2019
Dear Leader,
Thanks for thinking about coming to Soul Mates Weekend. We hope that you and your group enjoy
the weekend and draw closer to God and each other as a result of it. Please find below some questions
and answers that are commonly asked at Soul Mates time. If you have any that aren’t answered,
please feel free to get in contact with us at the address below.
What is Soul Mates Weekend?
Soul Mates Weekend is a worship and teaching event for 9-13 year olds run by IMYC (the Irish
Methodist Youth & Children’s Department.) Around 270 children and their leaders attend the weekend
from all over Ireland congregate in Lurgan for a weekend of teaching, fun, worship and church-floor
sleeping. We have a team of over 120 people who help put the weekend programme together.
Who can come to Soul Mates Weekend?
Anyone between the ages of 9 and 13 is allowed to come, provided that they are accompanied by a
leader. Whilst Soul Mates is not solely for Christian or ‘churched’ children, the primary focus of the
weekend is worship and teaching, so an explanation of what will happen would be a good thing for the
children to hear, especially before the weekend. If you have a child who will turn 9 before the end of
this school year, they are permitted to attend the weekend. Children who turn 9 in the following
school year will unfortunately not be permitted.
What will happen?
The general pattern is thus:
Worship & Teaching on Friday night, Saturday morning & evening and Sunday morning;
Seminars after worship on Saturday morning (two of each) and workshops after lunch (two of each);
Entertainment on Friday night after worship (multiple venues) and our world-famous Soul Stars talent
competition after worship on Saturday night.
Who runs Soul Mates Weekend?
Soul Mates Weekend is organised by IMYC, and we have a group of volunteers who spend the year
putting the programme together. We have a proper band of musicians and worshippers who lead
worship, a trained prayer team, an enthusiastic bunch of stewards and a team of professional sound,
visual & lighting engineers.
When can I arrive?
Registration at Jethro centre opens at 18.30. Halls will also be open from 18:30 for leaving in baggage.
Worship begins in Jethro at 19:30.
When does the weekend finish?
The weekend finishes with worship on Sunday morning. We’ll be finishing before lunchtime at 11.30.
This means that most groups will be home around lunchtime.
What do I do when I arrive?

Take your group to the hall that you have been assigned for accommodation, where stewards will direct
you where to leave your bags. Send your main leader to the Jethro Centre for Registration. At
Registration, you will receive your pack with:
weekend passes for each member of your group;
maps & timetables;
leader’s guide;
group name sheets (for you to mark out your territory for sleeping);
confirmation of workshop & seminar choices.
What is Centrepoint?
Centrepoint is the nerve centre for Soul Mates Weekend. It is where Registration will take place on
Friday night. If you have any questions over the weekend, come to Centrepoint, and Lost Property can
be found there as well.
Where is Centrepoint?
When you come into the Jethro Centre, Centrepoint is immediately on your right. It will be open all
weekend, except during worship on the Saturday evening.
How long will Registration last?
If you are fully paid up, with no changes to your group numbers, then FastTrack Registration is the
queue for you. Otherwise join the other queue and hopefully you’ll be done in a few minutes.
What if a child pulls out?
Please let IMYC know asap if you have children withdrawing from the weekend. Because of our limited
numbers, we will be operating a waiting list operating on a ‘one-in, one-out’ basis. Unfortunately, we
are unable to refund the full amount as we have to keep £10 as a deposit.
Can I bring extra children?
Once everything has been booked for the weekend, if you want to increase your numbers, contact
IMYC and they will be added to our over-all waiting list. This will be operated on a ‘one-in one-out’
basis. Please don’t bring extra children to the weekend as they may be turned away.
What Leaders can I bring?
The main group leader needs to be over 21, the other leaders need to be over 18. The ratios are one
leader (gender specific) for each 8 children. Please ensure that you have enough leaders.
What about Child Protection/ Safeguarding?
Soul Mates Weekend employs the Safeguarding Policy ‘Taking Care’. Please familiarise yourself with
this document. If you require a copy, you can get one on imycd.org, from your minister or IMYC.
What do I do with their Parental Permission Forms?
Please bring two copies of the forms to the weekend. Please keep one copy for the main leader to
have (at all times) and give one copy into Centrepoint at Registration.
What about Photo & Video Permission Forms?
If any of your parents have refused photo permission, please make us aware at Registration, and we
will take appropriate steps. Please note we should be supplied with passport photos to aid us in this
process.

Where will we be staying?
You will be staying in one of four halls:
High Street Methodist (HSM);
Queen Street Methodist (QSM);
Jethro Centre (JC);
High Street Presbyterian (HSP).
These will be allocated prior to the weekend. Please note that there will only be limited access to the
halls during the day, so please plan accordingly.
What are the sleeping arrangements?
We ask that the leaders sleep separately from their children, whilst staying in the same room. This
means that leaders can still supervise their children, but still observe Taking Care Guidelines.
Is there a curfew?
Yes, sadly for some, there is. We have lights off at midnight and everyone is expected to be asleep by
00.30. Group leaders are responsible for settling their children.
Who is in charge of Halls?
In each of the halls, there will be a team of volunteers to assist you however you are responsible for
the safety discipline within your group. They will host a leaders’ meeting at the earliest chance in the
halls on Friday night after the evening program.
Things for Children to bring:
Sleeping bag, pillow, roll mat/ air bed (if desired);
pocket money;
sports gear (if participating in any of the sporting workshops);
wash bag & towel;
several changes of clothes;
Bible, notebook & pen.
What about food for the weekend?
All of your meals are already provided as part of the cost. The meals will be served as follows:
Breakfast:
In your own halls (please help serve the children in your group);
Saturday Lunch:
In Kings Park Primary School;
Saturday Tea:
In your own halls
Friday & Saturday Supper:
Jethro Centre
Soul Mates Weekend is a Nut Free Zone, so please ensure that none of your children or leaders bring
or eat anything with nut products.
What do we do about Dietary Requirements?
It is most important that you include any dietary requirements on the application form to enable us to
cater for your group.
Can I eat out?
We have ordered enough food for all of the participants and we do not want that food to go to waste.
However, if you wish to treat your group with some fast food the best time would probably be after Soul
Stars on Saturday night.

What if one of my children has special educational needs and/or a disability?
We are inclusive and will do all we can to help everyone have the best possible experience at Soul
Mates Weekend. Please let us know about particular requirements at the booking stage and we will
endeavour to put in place the procedures that we need.
What are the stewards for?
The stewards are paying volunteers at Soul Mates Weekend to ensure the smooth running of the event.
They wear bright yellow t-shirts, if you have any questions, please ask them and be patient while they
try to get you an answer. They are not there to discipline your group, so please ensure that you control
your groups.
What do children need money for?
Free time on Saturday afternoon if you choose to let them go shopping in Lurgan.
What and where is the Prayer Team?
There may be some people who would like to take a bit of time to pray. With that in mind, we have a
Prayer Team who have all been through prayer ministry training. They will be there over the course of
the weekend wearing blue t-shirts.
How and where do I get first aid assistance?
At night:
Contact the key volunteer in your halls, who will contact the First Aider on duty.
During the day:
Come to Centrepoint and they will contact the First Aider on duty.
In an emergency:
Contact the emergency number (+44 7903 573015.)
What is the difference between Seminars & Workshops?
The seminars are the time when we go deeper into the overall theme of the weekend, and as such are
spiritual in design. They are held in Kings Park Primary School which a 5-minute walk from Jethro.
The workshops are a chance to have some fun, take part in some physical or practical activities and
let off a bit of steam. On Saturday afternoon, the Workshops are held in various churches around
Lurgan. We will use High Street Methodist (HSM); Queen Street Methodist (QSM) and High Street
Presbyterian (HSP).
Can I nip out for a coffee during the Seminars?
No, due to insurance guidelines, you need to be on the premises at all times. However, the staff room
(with tea & coffee laid on!) is open if you want a break during session 1 only. You must go to the second
session with your group.
How are the Seminars organised?
We split our seminars into two slots: for 9-11s and for 11-13s. Please exercise discernment when
choosing which sessions each 11 year-old in your group attends.
How does our group book Seminars?
We release the titles of the seminars in time for your children to choose which seminars they want to
go to. Ask your children to fill out their choices and return the form to IMYC. Please be aware that
spaces in these will be allocated on a first come, first served basis, so get in early to avoid
disappointment. We try our best to accommodate but this may not always be possible. Once your

choices have been filtered into the system, you will be informed of the Seminars that your children have
been allocated.
How does our group book Workshops?
You can book on IMYC’s website. You must rank all the workshops in order of preference. As
workshops fill up, your group will be moved to the next available choice. We release the list of
workshops in time for your children to choose which workshops they want to go to. Please be aware
that spaces in many of these are limited, and therefore allocated on a first-come, first served basis.
Book as early as you can to ensure your children get at least one of their choices. Once your choices
have been filtered into the system, you will be informed of the Workshops that your children have been
allocated.
What is Soul Stars?
Soul Stars is our talent show, which we hold on the Saturday evening. It is open to any child or group
of children at Soul Mates wishing to enter (1 entry per group). The overall winner will walk away with
the much-coveted Soul Stars trophy.
How can I book for Soul Stars?
You can either book through the website, or you can fill out the hard copy included in your booking pack
and send it back to IMYC before the weekend, or give it to Rachel Bruce at Centrepoint by 10pm on
Friday evening. (Rachel will be introduced from the stage).
What if I’ve any more questions?
Well, just give us a buzz: (048/028) 9076 7969; or an e-mail: office@imycd.org.

Parent’s Letter
SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019
1st-3rd March 2019
Dear Parent / Guardian,
We hope that your child has a brilliant time at SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019! We thought it might be
helpful to provide a list of things to bring and some additional information. There are some guidelines;
an information sheet (which the group leader will fill out) and a ‘to-bring’ list for you to kit your children
out!
1. Group leaders have full responsibility for your child at all times. Please ensure that you have
completed and returned a permission slip, and health form to the group leader before the
weekend. It is particularly important that you advise them of any allergies, or medical conditions
which your child has.
2. Groups need to walk between venues for different activities. A warm coat (and/or waterproof),
and a change of footwear are advisable.
3. Every year we end up with a lot of lost property, some of which is never claimed, even after we
stand at the front of the church and wave it around! It is a good idea to mark your child’s name
inside their coat / other belongings.
4. We recommend that valuables, e.g. jewellery, mobile phones etc are left at home as we cannot
take responsibility for any items lost, stolen or broken. Your child may wish to bring a small
amount of pocket money to spend during their free time in Lurgan on Saturday afternoon.
5. Overnight accommodation is very basic (church hall floors) and washing facilities are limited.
6. Please note: some people attending the weekend have nut allergies. Please make sure
that your child does not bring any food, snacks or cosmetic products containing nuts or
nut derivatives to the weekend, and remind them not to buy any foods containing nuts
over the weekend.

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s leader, or telephone Nicky Blair at
(028) 9076 7969 or office@imycd.org

SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019

on 048

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Please keep this in a safe place!
Name of Organisation/Group:
_____________________________ in conjunction with SOULMATES WEEKEND
Date and venue of visit:
Jethro Centre, Lurgan, 1st-3rd March 2019.
Time and places of departure and return:

Activities to be undertaken: worship celebrations, seminars, workshops (arts, music,
sports, games etc), talent show, magazine show
Sleeping arrangements: church hall floors – no mixed accommodation. Sleeping bag,
pillow and airbed/ carry-mat advised.
Any other general information: all meals – breakfasts, hot lunchtime meal and sandwich
tea provided on Saturday. Age limit is 9-13 years.
Group Leader
(Leader’s Emergency contact tel no:
IMYC ‘s Emergency Contact Number: +44 7903 573015 (SOULMATES Duty Phone)
Signed
(Leader in Charge)

Date

SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019

SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019

Things to bring:
-

Bible;
Pen and notebook;
Sleeping bag;
Pillow and pillow case;
Airbed / carry mat;
Warm pyjamas / nightie;
Wash bag with soap, flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, refreshing wipes, hairbrush etc.;
Completed health form and any medication (e.g. Inhalers…);
Towel;
Coat / waterproof;
Lots of sweeties to give to your leader;
At least one complete change of clothes;
Change of footwear (and spare socks!);
Old clothes if doing craft or games workshops;
Sportswear if doing sports workshops;
Any equipment or outfits needed for Soul Stars competition e.g. musical instrument; CDs etc;
Insurance in place for any equipment needed for Soul Stars
Small amount of pocket money;

SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019

Seminars Information
SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019
Please see below the information that you will need for Seminars at SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019.
You can book your seminar choices through IMYC’s website.
In a change from our usual format, seminars are going to be organised differently.
During session 1, all of our 9-11s will be going to the Assembly Hall to have a session with JMA.
Meanwhile the 11-13s will have a choice of three seminars.
During session 2, the 9-11s will have a choice of three seminars while our 11-13s will be going to the
Assembly Hall to have a session with JMA.
•
•
•

Seminars and workshops are first-come-first-served so book early to ensure that your group
get their first choices.
The age ranges for seminars are 9-11 and 11-13. Please exercise discernment in choosing
which one would be most suitable for each 11 year old. Our recommendation is that 9-11 are
Primary School aged/ up to 5th class, and 11-13s are Secondary School aged/ up to 6th class.
Please ensure that all choices are filled for each child otherwise if you don’t their choice
cannot be made, we will have to make the assignment according to where there is space.
Theme

1

JMA

Session 1 Session
2
9s-11s
11s-13s

2
3
4

Prayer 101
Global =Prayer is mission
Breathe in Breathe out

11s-13s
11s-13s
11s-13s

9s-11s
9s-11s
9s-11s

1
Prayer 101
Sometime prayer can seem pretty confusing… Why do we pray? How do we pray? Where can we
pray? What words should we use? How many times a day can we pray? What if we forget to pray?
Can we still pray if we are sad, angry, happy or lonely? Can we pray alone or with other people? So
many questions! If prayer pickles your brain with lots of questions, come along to prayer 101 where
we will unravel fact from fiction! Prayer, let’s do this!
2
Global =Prayer is mission
Prayer is not just for us, what we need or want… we can use prayer to think about others, asking
God to help those people whom we love, those who are less fortunate than ourselves, those who
are without a home or having to leave their homes because of war or disaster. We can use prayer
to ask God to help those who lead our country and our world, that they make good choices. How
amazing is it to think that we can talk to God about others who live thousands of miles away, just as
easy as those who are in our families or churches that live nearby! Come along to our Global =
prayer is mission seminar and discover creative ways in which we can pray for others and the world
around us! Prayer, let’s get involved!
3
Breathe in Breathe out
Getting to know you, getting to know all about you! Getting to know someone can take time, we
need to spend time with them, learning all we can about them and it’s just the same with God! To
get to know God, we need to spend to with him, but how do we do this? Come along to our breathe
in, breathe out seminar and find out how others spend time getting to know God and maybe you will
find out what works for you! Prayer, let’s get to know God!
4
JMA (Junior Mission for all)
Sometimes when we try to pray for the world around us, it is hard to know exactly what or who to
pray for! In our JMA seminar, Tim and Laura will give us a glimpse of some people around the
world and what they may need prayer for, such as, what they need to live and things that they may
struggle with each day that we may take for granted! Tim and Laura may also suggest other ways
that we can get involved to help those in need if we are able! Prayer, lets offer all we can!

Workshops Information
SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019
Please see details of the workshops organised for SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019.
Workshops can be booked on the IMYC website.
You will find details about the workshops on the second page of this document. Please use this
information to highlight the workshop choices to your group members so that they can choose the
workshop most suitable for them.
Most of the workshops will require a change of clothing afterwards, so please ensure that the children
are prepared for this.
When choosing workshops, please rank ALL of the workshops in order of choice. We will try to
accommodate everyone.
The form on the IMYC website will not let you move on until you have placed them all in order.
The following halls will be used: High Street Methodist (HSM); Queen Street Methodist (QSM) and
High Street Presbyterian (HSP).

Our times are as follows:
Workshop 1
Break
Workshop 2

Number
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

2pm-3pm
3pm-3.30pm
3.30pm-4.30pm

8
9

Workshop
Prophetic Art
Vibe Dance
Football
Basketball
Craft
The Big Quiz
Board
Games
iPam
kidswhocode

10

Drumming

Venue
QSM Main Hall
HSP Minor Hall
HSP Main Hall
HSM Main Hall
HSM Basement
HSM Sanctuary
HSM Creche
Room
HSP Vestry
HSM Choir
Room
QSM Basement

1
Prophetic Art
QSM Main Hall
- If you love the time and space to be creative this is the workshop for you. We’ll have the art
supplies at the ready as you reflect on our theme, in the most wonderful chilled out place. Best
wear some old clothes just in case.
2
Vibe Dance
HSP Minor Hall
- Put your best foot forward with Vibe as they return again to share some super cool hip hop
moves. The tunes will be blasting as you perfect a routine with the rest of your SMWK crew.
3
Football
HSP Main Hall
A classic Soul Mates workshop is back! If you want to bend it like Beckham, head it like Healy
then come and long for some footie fun! Bring a change of clothes.
4
Basketball
HSM Main Hall
Come and learn some new skills and shoot some hoops! This isn't Space Jam and Bugs Bunny
won’t be hanging out, but there is some serious fun to be had! Bring a change of clothes.
5
Craft
HSM Basement
Get crafty with the lovely Janine! Get the creative juices flowing as you create something unique
and beautiful. Best wear some old clothes just in case.
6
The Big Quiz
HSM Sanctuary
The BIG Quiz 2019 is here and its bigger, wackier, and crazier than ever before. You just never
quite know what’s going to happen at the biggest test of useful and useless knowledge ever
seen. Bring your thinking caps and prepare for many laughs!
7
Board Games
HSM Creche Room
Miss Peacock, in the library, with the candlestick? If you love the fun and challenge of board
games old and new this is the workshop for you. Sit back, play the games and enjoy!
8
iPam
HSP Vestry
For the tech and gadget lovers out there, iPam is back with her trusty iPads and new and exciting
challenge for you. Come along and learn some new tips and tricks from our technical Guru! Who
needs the Genius Bar when you have an iPam!
9
kidswhocode
HSM Choir Room
Coding is everywhere! From cars that can drive themselves, Alexa that can answer questions
and not to forget our favourite video games. Come along to our complete beginner coding
workshop to learn some of the basics and start to think like a coder!
10
Drumming
QSM Basement
If you can’t stop the beat, this is the workshop for you. Join our drumming circle and make some
serious noise! No seriously, tell your leaders they might want to bring some ear plugs!!

Soul Stars 2019
Booking Form
Do you have a star lurking in your group?
Would they like to take part in our Saturday night ‘Soul Stars’ talent competition?
Sadly we limit to have to limit to 1 act per group. If you have more than one act who would like to
participate in Soul Stars this year, why not host a talent show in your church beforehand. This could
be an information evening for the parents of the children who are coming to SOULMATES
WEEKEND 2019.

Name of
Group
Name of Act
Brief
description of
act

___________________
The rules are:
1. No more than one entry per group.
2. No longer than three minutes for each entry.
3. The entries should fit one of the following categories:
•
A song;
•
A dance (please bring a copy of the song to be used);
•
Playing a musical instrument;
•
Telling a joke;
•
Sketch/drama;
•
An imitation of someone famous;
•
A mime to their favourite song (please bring a copy of the song to be used)
4. Make sure the entries are age appropriate. We want to be responsible and to ensure that there
are no mixed messages being promoted.
5. We therefore ask that all entries are screened by group leaders beforehand to ensure that they
are not inappropriate for a children’s church weekend.
SOULMATES WEEKEND reserves the right to refuse any group the opportunity to perform if
we feel that the act is inappropriate.
6. Group entries are encouraged!
7. Return the form above as soon as possible. Entries may not be accepted after 10.00pm on
Friday 1st March.
8. If your act is using media of any description (CDs etc), this needs to be clearly marked with the
name of the owner, the group and the leader.

SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019

How to get to SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019
From Belfast Direction:
Take the M1 (South), travelling approximately 15 miles from Broadway Roundabout. Take A3 exit
(Junction 9) signposted Moira/ Antrim. At Roundabout take 1st exit onto A3. Continue on this road
(Lisburn Road/ Belfast Road) through Moira, Maralin and Dollingstown before entering Lurgan on the
Avenue Road. When you reach the first major junction, turn left away from the town centre. 100
yards away on your left is the Jethro Centre. You are now in the correct place!

From Dungannon/ Enniskillen Direction:
At Strangmore Roundabout take 1st exit joining the M1 (signposted Belfast). Travel approximately 16
miles leaving M1 at Junction 10 (signposted Craigavon, Lurgan). At Roundabout take 3rd exit onto
A76 (signposted Lurgan). Continue onto Lough Road, entering Lurgan Town Centre on Market Street,
beside a big Church in middle of an island. Continue right through the town. At the second set of
major traffic lights which is just past Fulton’s Furniture Store make sure you are in the right-hand lane
and veer right. Pass the petrol station on your left. The Jethro Centre is immediately on your left.
You have arrived!

From Dublin/ Banbridge Direction:
Come off the A1 at Banbridge/ The Outlet exit. Go left at the initial Roundabout onto the A26 towards
Banbridge. This road will take your straight into Banbridge. Follow the road through town. Once you
cross over the river bridge, take the first left, which is Church Street. This will take you through
Seapatrick and on towards Lurgan, once again becoming the A26. Follow the road past Lenaderg
(with a right turn towards Waringstown & Lurgan.)
Continue right through Waringstown towards Lurgan. When you arrive in Lurgan, at the first
roundabout you meet, go right onto Flush Place. 100 yards away on your right is the Jethro Centre.
You have completed your task. Well done.

SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019
Age Ranges and Ratios
We run Soul Mates Weekend for 9-13 year olds. But we appreciate that there will be some children
who over the course of this school year will turn 9 years old, these children are permitted to attend.
Please do not bring children who are not 9 until the following school year.
Please also observe the upper age limit. While some 14 year olds might want to come to Soul Mates,
Autumn Soul is more appropriate for them.
There should be appropriate gender ratios, so for example, if you have 3 boys and 9 girls, you'll need
3 leaders, 1 male and 2 female.
If you have any questions or difficulties regarding age ranges or ratios, please don't hesitate to be in
touch.
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SOULMATES WEEKEND 2019
Group & Fire Register
Please fill this out and email back to IMYC before Tuesday 26th February. We will print
this three times: one for your leaders pack: once for the Head of Halls, and once for
Centrepoint. If you are unable to return it by 26th February, please bring three copies.

Group Name
Main Leader
Main Leader Contact
Number
Names of Leaders
Names of Children

